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Editorial comment
RSVP: Respondez Sill Vous Plait
What does RSVP mean?
A survey by Event Management Institutions produced
some of the following answers:
•
Reserve your reservation so the people planning the
event know you are coming.
•
Respond please.
•
Let me know you are coming so I can be prepared.
•
Reply as soon as possible.
•
Respond to the person who is inviting you.
Although all of them are different, they all mean the same.
If you have received an invitation to attend something and
it has RSVP on the invitation, the polite, well-mannered
thing to do is to respond.
First, decide if you want to go to the event. Secondly, check
your diary to see if you are able to go and, if all is in favour,
email or telephone your response. The decision-making
process probably takes about 60 seconds—a quick process that is dealt with passed on. However, if you procras-
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tinate and decide you will come back to it, especially if it is
on email, the process is fraught with possible errors.
Once it is off your screen is out of your mind and not considered again until one of the organisers phones you three
days before the event to enquire whether you are attending or not.
You might vaguely remember but it is easy to say, “I am
sorry I didn’t receive it, you can send it again”. In which
case you will probably ignore it again, or you could just
answer, “Sorry, no I won’t attend”.
If you decide to say “yes” then attend the event. Whether
you are there or not, the host has to pay for the venue,
entertainers, gifts and in many instances the event is a
fundraiser and is for people less fortunate than you. So,
when you are invited to an event, make an easy 60 seconds decision instead of giving the organisers two days for
follow ups and a lot of time as well as money wasted.
‘Working together as a supportive, healthier and
productive family we can move Agriculture and Rural
Development forward’
As the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
family let us support the departmental events because one
day you will also be in need of the critical information that
has been shared during the event; it is important to always
give a reason for not attending and let it not be a norm.
Let us support one another for the benefit of achieving the
objectives and mandate of the department.
Communication Unit is the only directorate responsible to
provide event management expertise in the department
hence it is crucial to liaise, involve and inform them about
your planned event so that they provide professional communication services for the success of your event.
By Communika: An official journal of PRISA (The Institute
for Public Relations and Communication Management)
– Southern Africa.
Departmental website: www.ard.fs.gov.za

@fs_dard
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MEC Oupa Khoabane and Mayor of Masilonyana Cllr. Steve Koalane

Hlasela Tlala ka Diratswana Provincial Awards
The annual Hlasela Tlala Ka Diratswana awards went
ahead successfully at Glen College of Agriculture on the
29th of January 2016.
Hlasela Tlala Ka Diratswana is a food security programme
aimed at seeking to alleviate food insecurity in the province by encouraging households and communities to create their own sustainable food sources. These would be
gardens at own backyards, schools, clinics, hospitals,
churches and at Community Nutrition Development Centres (CNDC) across the province.
This year, the event was held under a revised banner
Hlasela Tlala Ka Diratswana as it was previously referred
to as Re Kgaba Ka Diratswana.

While addressing the masses, MEC Oupa Khoabane announced that there are now more than 9 000 food gardens
established reaching more than 69-thousand households
across the Free State.
“Food security is a fundamental and critical component
of human existence. We as department, we have forged
solidified partnerships with other government departments
such as Social Development, Health, Human Settlement
and Water and Sanitation in turning the tide against hunger. Through this programme, the department will continue
to improve the living conditions of the communities”. MEC
Khoabane said.

The change emanated from a decision taken by the provincial government to bodly declare that in all government
programmes that Re A Hlasela, meaning we are attacking.
The day’s activities included live performances, exhibitions and walk-abouts at various stalls, including District
Villages. More than 2 000 people gathered in a marquee,
coming from all 5 districts of the province, including Glen
College students and employees of the department. Various stakeholders were also present.

www.fs.gov.za

Furthermore, this event was utilized as a platform to teach
communities on how to save water when watering their
food gardens even more especially when faced with the
crises of drought.
Mr Cobus Botha from the Agricultural Research Council,
gave a detailed presentation on water saving techniques,
where he encouraged communities to make use of basket
technologies.

The last category was the MEC special awards, which
were people who went an extra mile to ensure that necessary steps are taken to alleviate hunger. The winners
were Mbalentle Yanaqindi Mahlaba for most innovative
water saving tips conducted via departmental facebook
page, Thlolong Garden School in Kestell for helping other
schools to plant vegetables, Zenzele Vegetable project for
planting vegetables and giving them to the disadvantaged
households and schools.

“There’s a basket full of water saving technologies you
can use to save water such as using emulsion leaves,
grass cutting and even gravel or stone. Composting also
increases the water capacity of soil holding.
He went on further to say that this is a water scarce country. “ Water will be our challenge and we must make use
of what we have and use it for irrigation but irrigate just
enough to ensure that plants grow, he said.
The following were winners in the following categories:

Best Backyard Garden: Hester Bekeer - Parys (Ngwathe
Local Municipality)
Best Church Garden: AFM Church - Kroonstad (Moqhaka Local Municipality)
Best Clinic Garden: Bophelong Clinic - Odendaalsrus
(Matjhabeng Local Municipality)
Best Community Nutrition Development Centre: Clocolan Nutrition Centre - Clocola (Setsoto Local Municipality)
Best Community Garden: Lukhanyiso Project –
Odendaalsrus, Matjhabeng Local Municipality
Best School garden: Tjantjello Primary School - Bothaville – Matjabeng Local Municipality

Mama Kgora

Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Choir

MEC Oupa Khoabane
All five district were given an opportunity to erect their
stalls to cook and also showcased their specialties; these
stalls were separated in two categories, namely the Best
Dish/cooker and Best Village. For Best Dish in third place
was Fezile Dabi they got fifteen thousand rand, in second
place was Xhariep they took twenty thousand rand and
the first place was taken by Thabo Mofutsanyana, they
walked away with thirty thousand rand. For Best Village
was Thabo Mofutsanyana District they were showered
with ten thousand rand.

Dr Takisi Masiteng addressing the crowd
www.fs.gov.za
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Combined Excursion Congress
The annual Combined Congress of the South African Societies of Crop Production, Soil Science, Horticultural Science and Weed Science was held in Bloemfontein from
the 18th until the 21st of January 2016. There were more
than 90 congress attendees visited Glen, where the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and the
Agricultural Research Council – Institute for Soil, Climate
and Water (ARC –ISCW) held their mid-week excursion.
DARD and ARC-ISCW have worked jointly together for the
past 4 months to do the planning and implementation of
the trial plots that were to be visited during the excursion.
The day focused on rainwater harvesting and conservation practices and evaluation of the national soybean trials.
Mr Siege van der Merwe, Deputy Director, responsible for
Research in the department noted the importance of the
excursion “it was important for us to have Glen included as
one of the excursion sites of the congress to create awareness regarding Glen and its activities, especially research
related accomplishments. “The visit played an important
role because we had an opportunity to perform technology
transfer for some of the research work conducted at Glen,
it also served as a platform to put the department in a positive light.” he said.

Harvesting and Conservation practices to alleviate hunger
and poverty in rural communities situated in semi-arid area
with low and erratic rainfall.
Following the formal presentations excursion attendees
were divided into groups to rotate between the demonstration sites. At one site vegetable production in a typical
homestead garden was demonstrated by making use of
in-field rainwater harvesting and supplemental irrigation
from water collected from the rooftop into the ground tank.
At the homestead demonstration garden plot Mr Thabiso
Koatla, Research ARC, explained that the purpose of the
demonstration plot was to show that it is possible to produce enough food for household of about five members including an access to a nutritional meal for the whole year.
In the cropland where maize was planted various mechanically constructed rainwater harvesting structures were
shown to the attendees by Dr Kobus Anderson, Senior
Researcher ARC-ISCW. The day ended in a high note with
a demonstration on the implementation of various rainwater harvesting treatments using tractors and specialised
implements. All community are encouraged to save water.

Amongst the speakers was Mr Jan Richter, Researcher he
shared a presentation on plant protection in the soy-bean
trial and was followed by Dr.Cobus Botha, Senior Specialist Researcher at the Free State ARC-ISCW; who gave an
overview on the principles, classification and application
of rainwater harvesting. During his presentation, Dr Botha
emphasised the importance of applying suitable Rainwater

www.fs.gov.za

