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Editorial comment
Confidentiality in the workplace

Confidentiality is every employee’s responsibility to treat the 
information in the workplace with utmost care and caution.  An 
employee should be prudent enough not to disclose any informa-
tion that the department considers sensitive and confidential to a 
third party, unless the employee has been given permission to do 
so.  Furthermore, one should refrain from sharing any personal 
details with fellow colleagues at work.  This helps to maintain a 
professional attitude at work.
 
Divulging information unlawfully is a serious misconduct be-
cause it negatively affects the image of the department hence it 
is crucial for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (DARD) to take prescribed lawful steps against an official 
who has been found guilty of such behavior.
As far as the department is concerned, any personal or profes-
sional details of an employee should be handled with prudence.  

Data related to the personal details of an employee, such as 
application forms, reference, health data and salary structure 
should be kept well under wraps because if it is misused, it can 
lead to discrimination in the workplace.

All DARD officials have an important role to play in accom-
plishing the vision, mission, mandate and strategic priorities of 
the department, because if confidentiality is not properly man-
aged—it can have negative repercussions on the department’s 
reputation as well.  So it becomes very crucial for the employees 
to protect information in the workplace.
One of the core function of Communication unit is to defend 
and protect the image of the department hence the need to proac-
tively share the above-mentioned information with colleagues. 

So keep that mouth zipped!!



On the 22 October 2015, the Free State provincial government 
through the championship of the Department of the Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Development held a drought prayer 
service at Vergezocht farm in Beinsvlei (Bloemfontein). The 
said prayer service follows the serious drought impact currently 
facing the province and the country. At the current stage the wa-
ter levels at dams in the province are between 20-40 percent due 
to below average and poor distribution of the rainfall. It is for 
this reason that the tight water restrictions have been instituted 
by municipalities.

On the day, local farming communities, religious leaders, gov-
ernment officials as well as the MEC for Roads, Police and 
Transport, Mr Butana Khompela who displayed his dedication 
and commitment to work together with farmers to ensure that 
together they move Free State forward by fighting and reduc-
ing crime in farming communities. The program of the day was 
facilitated by Rev Mafojane who also bestowed an opportunity 
to other six religious leaders, including Rev Mothobi Lekota to 
pray for rain.

MEC Oupa Khoabane emphasized the fact that Agriculture re-
lies solely on nature hence it is crucial for the Department to li-
ase with all mighty through this prayer service because shortage 
of water poses a significant risk of increased crop failure, loss of 
livestock and negative impact on local food security.

Our Premier, honourable Ace Magashule signed the drought 
declaration as a measure to ensure that the Free State provincial 
government spares no effort in mitigating the devastating efforts 
of drought. To this effect, we have committed on our farmers and 
extension to participate in a research project on the application 
of agrometereological information to interpret weather predic-
tions. At the current stage, we have about 3566 farmers who ur-
gently need protein based feed for drought relief. As government 
we need about R77,89 million for 109 245 livestock units on 414 
649ha affecting the said number of farmers in order to better the 
situation in our sector. Through prayer everything is possible, 
MEC Khoabane said.

“As government we have working tiressely to enable all our 
people gain access to clean water for drinking, household use, 
agricultural, industrial and decent sanitation. It is our collec-
tive responsibility together with the members of the community 
to urgently adhere to new measures that are being put in place 
throughout the province to save water. We call on all our people 
to be actively involved in the effort to save water and together 
fight against the devastating effects of global warming and cli-
mate change that led to the drought that is threating the country 
and the province” Khoabane added. 

The official opening of Dr Rantlai Molemela, previously 
known as Seisa Ramabodu Stadium was celebrated with style 
by MECs, Premier Ace Magashule and National Minister of 
Sports, Mr Fikile Mbalula, affectionately known as Razzmatazz. 
About 2000 Free State Provincial government employees started 
the function with a five kilometer walk from identified differ-
ent areas around Bloemfontein. The event was held on October 
21, where the Department of Agriculture and rural Development 
employees converged at Twin City Mall to walk to the above 
mentioned stadium.

The aim behind the walk initiative was to encourage and moti-
vate government employees to work hard in promoting a healthy 
lifestyle because research has shown that productive employees 
live a healthy lifestyle and their level of concentration can re-
main focused for a longer period.

The said stadium can accomodate about 18 000 people which 
is an opportunity for the Free State community to host soccer 
matches and cultural activities. “There is no better way of ex-
pressing our gratitude, we will love, take care of our stadium 
and continue to support Celtic as well as government initiatives” 
member of the community, Goitsemang Toolo said.

Activities of the day were concluded by two professional 
soccer leaque teams,  Bloemfontein Celtic and  Mamelodi 
Sundowns,where Mamelodi Sundowns scored a goal against 
Siwelele sa Masele (1 - 0). 

Draught pray service Free State government officially 
re-open Dr Rantlai Molemela stadium



As part of enhancing service delivery in farming communi-
ties, Free State MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Mr Oupa Khoabane has gathered under one banner with Free 
State Agriculture (FSA) on October 20, to deliberate on issues 
that focus on intervening, collaborating, and enhancing partner-
ships with external stakeholders in order to fulfill the notion of 
“working together with external stakeholders to move Free State 
Agriculture and Rural Development forward. The aim behind 
this initiative is to interact, engage, and unlock communication 
barriers with farmers for the benefit of enhancing service deliv-
ery in the province. 

Asked how he will tackle the agricultural challenges besetting 
the Free State province, MEC Khoabane indicated that “with the 
support of the relevant stakeholders and commitment from the 
departmental employees, we will enhance specific methods and 
tested approaches of improving the Agricultural and Rural de-
velopment systems that will take our province towards a positive 
developmental trajectory.  

I call on all stakeholders to continue to support us to achieve 
the objectives, policies and mandates of government. The elated 
Khoabane, view this gathering as an opportunity to tackle new 
challenges that might hamper or tarnish the image of the farming 
communities.  “I take this opportunity to urge the management 
and the entire staff of the department to pledge their support, co-
operation with external stakeholders and respect to the mandate 
aimed at taking the department to another level.  

Without farming communities’ support, commitment and as-
sistance the department would also struggle to accomplish this 

mammoth task; platforms such as this one need to come up with 
strategies to enable this industry to survive within policies of 
government and how farmers can assist government to fulfill its 
policies because private sector need to play its role and to what 
extent, as government, are we supporting our farmers—because 
we need to find a balance in order to have prosperous industry to 
move South Africa forward”.

The president of Free State Agriculture, Mr Dan Krik added that 
MEC’s courtesy visit need to be a collaborative public private 
partnership for two parties in order for Free State province to 
be exemplary to other provinces.  “We are committed to work 
together with government in a valuable way to ensure that this 
sector is growing. It is our plea to the MEC that government 
also assist in ensuring that farmers are trained on practical farm-
ing because our province is the food basket of South Africa. We 
humbly pleading with the MEC to ensure that today’s engage-
ment session build trust and transformation between FSA and 
government.  

“The progress in terms of dealing with issues facing the agri-
cultural sector is crucial and we need to express those issues 
through constant interactions in order to build trust between two 
parties.  Our country has its own history, which is rich hence it is 
important to have goals and how we move together in achieving 
those goals.  

As we come from different backgrounds, our experiences need 
to shape us to the one direction of moving our country forward.  
It is important that we enhance the best model of good working 
relationship to tackle challenges facing our province.  

MEC Khoabane meets FS Agriculture

President of Free State Agriculture, Mr Dan Krik and MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development Mr Oupa Khoabane

Free State government officially 
re-open Dr Rantlai Molemela stadium



The Free State Provincial Government under the visionary 
leadership of Premier Ace Magashule embarked on an inter-
twined operation hlasela outreach program on October 14- 15, 
2015 at Excelsior and QwaQwa. This program serves as an es-
sential platform for community members to interact directly 
with all members of the Executive Council, their political prin-
cipals including premier celebrate the success and to address the 
challenge facing the respective communities.

In this initiative, the Department of Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment assisted the Mahlatswetsa Gardening and Poultry 
Project which was established in 2012 August with gardening 
seeds, tools and water tanks with the hope of developing and 
improving the project to change the lives of the people. The said 
project is made up of seven elderly people between the age of 
45 and 80years.

In his address, MEC Oupa Khoabane encouraged the commu-
nity to make use of their land in a way that will benefit them and 
he is happy that they did not wait for the government but they 
initiated something for themselves hence the department is com-
mitting to assist where possible. 

The MEC together with HOD Peter Thabethe commited to land 
a helping hand by further assisting the said project with soil fer-
tilizer, a storage room as well as fencing the entire plot food 
garden for safety measures.

“We are very thankful for the help and support the department 
has given us so far, we appreciate it all. With their continued 
support, we are destined to succeed” said the chairperson of 
Mahlatswetsa Gardening and Poultry Project, Ms. Mariah Ko-
alane.

While the premier was introducing new RDP houses at Pham-
ong in Qwaqwa, the department assisted in preparing vegetable 
gardens and proving each household with gardening tools to 
encourage household food production; to enable food insecure 
households to meet their food and nutritional requirements.

Free State Government e hlasela 
Excelsior and Qwaqwa

Glen College of Agriculture 
SRC Inauguration 2015/16



Glen College of Agriculture held its Student Representative 
Council (SRC) Inauguration ceremony on 28 October in Glen. 
The newly swan SRC was democratically elected by students on 
August 4 2015.

The principal of the college, Ms Nomvula Nkoanyane, opened 
the ceremony by congratulating the new leadership the of SRC 
and acknowledged the commitment and respect displayed by the 
students during the election process. She further urged the stu-
dents the students to support and work together with the SRC 
delegates in order to ensure that together they move the college 
forward.

“We expect the newly elected leadership of SRC to bring new 
innovative ideas and more importantly to continuously engage 
and interact with management on critical issues affecting the 
students” Ms Mangi Ramabenyane said when addressing the 
students on behalf of the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development.

Siphiwe Kojana, SRC chairperson, also deliberated on his com-
mitment to engage the management to consider the establish-
ment of practical sessions in their curriculum, as well as short 
computer courses that will capacitate computer illiterate stu-
dents to champion their field of study.

Katleho Machiyia and Sibongile Naidoo – both are the college 
students who indicated their support and dedication to support 
their SRC leadership due to the fact that all elected delegates 
have leadership skills and qualities proven in many platforms / 
activities of the college.

It is the responsibilities of the SRC to encourage and ensure that 
students have one voice and bridge the gap between the manage-
ment and students.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. It is an annual 
international health campaign organized by major breast cancer 
charities to increase awareness and raise funds for research to  
find cur for the said desease. In South Africa “Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month” reflects a nationwide drive by public and pri-
vate healthcare structures to raise awareness of this devastating 
disease across all races and class structures. 

Breast cancer is a malignant tumor that starts in the cells of the 
breast. A malignant tumor is a group of cancer cells that can 
grow into surrounding tissues or spread to distant areas of the 
body. The disease occurs almost entirely in the women, but men 
can get it too. The rate of breast cancer among women in the 
country is increasing and it is one of the most common cancers 
among women. 

Breast cancer cannot be prevented but it can be diagnosed much 
earlier than before. Early diagnosis is possible with routine 
mammography and early biopsy of suspicious lesions. The ear-
lier the cancer found the better chances of a cure.

Signs and Symptoms
Symptoms are not obvious in the early stages, any woman or 
man should seek advice if he/she notices any change in her/his 
breast. Symptoms may include:
•  Breast lumps: these are usually painless but    

 some cause a sensitive sensation.
•  Unusual nipple discharge: especially stained   

 with blood.
•  Change in nipple appearance: the shape or    

 skin may change.
•  Change in skin of the breast
•  A lump or swelling under the arm
•  Breast swelling
•  Change in breast contour, texture or temperature.

Free State CANSA offers screening assistance in the following 
CANSA Care Centres:
Bloemfontein: 051 444 2580
Bethlehem: 087 940 8099
Welkom: 057 353 2112
For additional information please visit or call Health and 
Wellness office in Glen, 051 861 8744.

OCTOBER

Month

Glen College of Agriculture 
SRC Inauguration 2015/16



The Free State Department of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment has begun with holding the first ever Re Kgaba Ka Di-
ratswana (RKKD) municipal competitions across the province. 
Participants who emerge as winners from these competitions 
will compete at the District Re Kgaba Ka Diratswana events, 
scheduled for December this year. 

The Re Kgaba Ka Diratswana programme is aimed at encourag-
ing food production in households, schools, clinics and church-
es. Through RKKD programme, more than 19 505 vegetable 
gardens have been established, and benefited about 24 509 
households, which lead to 60 395 beneficiaries across the prov-
ince. The RKKD activities are still continuing till the end of the 
of October 2015.

This programme is participating in an international research 
study to evaluate the effective and sustainable impact of house-
hold food gardens.

The department has intensified this programme by escalating it 
to different local municipalities to allow open and transparent 
platform to encourage communities to participate in vegetable 
gardens to minimize their individual poverty environment. 
“This is clear demonstration that through RKKD programme, 
the department will continue to enhance and improve the living 
standards of the people” MEC Khoabane said.

Foreistata re kgaba ka diratswana

Lejweleputswa District, Matjhabeng Municipality winners

Mangaung District, Thaba Nchu Municipality winners

Xhariep District, Naledi Municipality winners

Mangaung District, Bloemfontein Municipality winners

Xhariep District, Rouxville Municipality winners


